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Moral  and  stylistic  prejudices  have  long  inhibited  the  use  of  the 
nude  in  American  painting  beyond  its  development  in  figure 
study  and  allegorical  representation. 

While  post-World  II  abstraction  was  receiving  wide  critical 
attention  in  the  50's,  figurative  art  was  considered  retrograde 
by  the  art  world.  At  the  same  time,  commerical  erotic  publica- 
tions introduced  the  nude  female  figure  to  mass  audiences. 
Drawing  upon  these  images  of  nudity,  artists  like  Tom 
Wesselmann  and  Mel  Ramos  emphasized  the  impersonal,  com- 
mercialized treatment  of  the  nude  in  their  Pop  work  of  the  early 
sixties. 

During  the  sixties  and  seventies,  social  dynamics  such  as  the  ex- 
pansion of  sexual  awareness,  the  women's  movement,  popular 
psychology,  ethnic  identification,  and  commercialization 
through  mass  media  have  altered  our  perception  of  the  nude 
human  form.  Artists  have  been  stimulated  to  re-examine  the 
nude  as  subject  in  the  context  of  ensuing  shifts  in  social  attitude. 
Concurrently,  figure  painting  has  become  more  prominent  in 
recent  art. 

This  exhibition  reflects  the  renewed  interest  in  the  nude  through 
a  presentation  of  current  work  devoted  to  that  subject. 


JOHN  DeANDREA  b.  1940 
The  Artist  and  His  Model,  1976 
Polychromed  vinyl,  lifesize 
Lent  by  William  B.  Jaeger 

JOHN  CLEM  CLARKE  b.  1937 
Lady  Godiva,  1970 
oil  on  canvas,  64"  x  65" 
Lent  by  O.K.  Harris  Gallery 

JILLIAN  DENBY  b.  1954 
Seated  Figure  With  Bow,  1974 
oil  on  canvas,  2>bVi"  x  26" 
Lent  by  A.M.  Sachs  Gallery 

MURRYDePILLARS 

Candace 

acrylic  on  canvas,  59"  x  47" 

Lent  by  the  artist 

MARY  BETH  EDELSON 
Giving  Birth  to  Myself,  1976 
photograph  and  drawing  crayons,  6"  x  6" 
Lent  by  A. I. R.  Gallery 

Recalling:  Pluto  III,  1975 

photograph  and  drawing  crayon,  6"  x  6" 

Lent  by  A.I.R.  Gallery 

ROBERT  GRAHAM  b.  1938 
Untitled,  1968 

balsa,  plexiglas,  and  wax,  12  x  30  x  15" 
WMAA,  Gift  of  the  Howard  and  Jean 
Lipman  Foundation,  Inc. 

NORRISEMBRY  b.  1921 
St.  Mary  of  Egypt,  1975 
mixed  media  on  canvas,  36"  x  24" 
Lent  by  Gruenebaum  Gallery 

EUNICE  GOLDEN 
Landscape  §160,  1972 
acrylic  on  paper,  26"  x  51" 
Lent  by  the  Artist 

SHIRLEY  GORELICK 
Libby,  1974 

acrylic  on  canvas,  80"  x  40" 
Lent  by  Soho  20 

ALLAN  RUBIN  b.  1949 
East  River,  1975 
oil  on  canvas,  60"  x  50" 
Lent  by  the  artist 


JOHNKACERE   b.  1920 
Beth,  1972 

oil  on  canvas,  57'  x  81" 
Lent  by  O.K.  Harris  Gallery 

JOHN  KOCH   b.1909 
The  Accident  §2,  1968 
oil  on  canvas,  24"  x  30" 
Lent  by  Kraushaar  Gallery 

ALFRED  LESLIE  b.  1927 
Candice  Chait,  1973-74 
oil  on  canvas,  63"  x  51" 
Lent  by  Allan  Frumkin  Gallery 

MALLUBER  b.  1938 
Man  on  Sofa,  1974 
pencil  on  paper,  39"  x  57' 
Lent  by  Louis  K.  Meisel  Gallery 

PAUL  MATTHEWS 

Why  Should  Not  Old  Men  Be  Mad?,  1976 

oil  on  canvas,  50"  x  56" 

Lent  by  Viridian  Gallery 

SUSAN  MEISELAS  b.  1949 
Carnival  Stripper 
Photographs,  11"  x  14"  each 
Lent  by  A.M.  Sachs  Gallery 

ALICE  NEEL   b.  1900 
Algis  and  Julie,  1967 
oil  on  canvas,  42"  x  63" 
Lent  by  Arthur  M.  Bullowa 

JOHNMANDEL  b.  1941 

Untitled,  1973 

oil  on  canvas,  32"  x  24" 

Lent  by  Max  Hutchinson  Gallery 

PHILIP PEARLSTEIN   b.  1924 

Male  and  Female  Nudes  on  Cast  Iron 

Bench,  1976 

oil  on  canvas,  48"  x  60" 

Lent  by  Allan  Frumkin  Gallery 

MEL  RAMOS  b.  1935 

Baby  Ruth,  1965 

oil  on  canvas,  60"  x  50" 

Lent  by  Louis  K.  Meisel  Gallery 

SYLVIA  SLEIGH 
Paul  Rosano  Reclining,  1974 
oil  on  canvas,  54"  x  78" 
private  collection, 
courtesy  A.I.R.  Gallery 


LUCAS  SAMARAS   b.  1936 
Phantasmata  §6492.  6485.  6457.  6481 A 
sx-poloroid,  3"  x  3"  each,  1976 
Lent  by  Pace  Gallery 

CAROLEE  SCHNEEMANN 
Eye  Body.  1963 
photographs.  10"  x  8" 
Lent  by  the  artist 

GEORGE  SEGAL  b.  1924 
His  Hand  on  Her  Back.  1973 
plaster.  42"  x  29"  x  12 
Lent  by  Sidney  Janis  Gallery 


TOM  WESSELMAN   b.  1931 
Great  American  Nude  Number  57,  1964 
polymer  on  composition  board.  48"  x  65" 
WMAA.  Gift  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art 


HANNAH  WILKE  b.  1940 
Hannah  Wilke-Super-T-Art.  1974 
photographs,  26"  x  30" 
Lent  by  Ronald  Feldman 


JOANSEMMEL  b.  1932 
Touch.  1975 
oil  on  canvas.  57"  x  103" 
Courtesy  Lerner-Heller  Gallery 


SHARON  WYBRANTS  b. 1943 
The  Artist  and  Her  Model,  1974 
acrylic  on  canvas,  96"  x  96"  each 
Lent  by  Soho20 


This  exhibition  has  been  organized  by  the  following  Helena  Rubinstein  Fellows  in  the 
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Joanne  Loper 
Pamela  Rorke 
Karl  Sandin 
Peter  Zabielskis 


Yale  University 

M.inh.it tjnvillr  College 
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The  Downtown  Whitney,  located  at  55  Water  Street  is  Bipporttd  by  the  business  com- 
munity of  lower  Manhattan.  The  Independent  Study  Program  is  supported  by  the  Helena 
Rubinstein  Foundation  and  the  Nation.il  Endowment  lor  the  Arts 


The  museum  is  upon  Mondays  through  Fridays.  11  to  3  p.m.  Admission  is  tree  at  all  times. 


